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Forum Co-invest in Francophone Africa 

Mercredi 29 juin à 8h30 

 

 

Your excellences Ambassador of the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Ambassador of Cameroon, Ambassador of Gabon,  

Mr. Yunus Hoosen, DDG Head Investment Promotion at the 

Department for Trade and Industry,  

Mr. Albert Yuma Mulimbi, President of the business 

organization FEC (Fédération des entreprises du Congo) in 

DRC, 

Ms. Khanyisile Kweyama, CEO of BUSA Business Unity South 

Africa, 

Mr. George Sebulela, Chairman of the Black Business Council 

in South Africa, 

Dear Jean-Michel Debrat, Director of the AfricaFrance 

Foundation, 

Dear guests, 
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* * * 

Thank you all for being here this morning, to attend this new 

forum on “Doing business in Francophone Africa”, organized 

by the French Embassy and the partners that I will mention a bit 

later.  

 

Following the event on “French as a Language for business” 

that we had organized last year, the objective of this new 

business forum is to support South Africa in its ambition to 

build economic ties with the Francophone world, especially the 

Francophone African countries.  

 

For this reason I welcome the presence of Mr. Hoosen, as he 

represents the Trade and Investment South Africa division of 

the Department of Trade and Industry, which aims at increasing 

export capacity and supporting direct investment flows to 

targeted markets. These targeted markets, which will be 

highlighted today, are those of Côte d’Ivoire, DRC and 

Cameroon, three countries with high economic potential.   

 

I would like to briefly present the round tables.  
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The first one will present investment opportunities and 

economic landscapes in the three targeted countries, including 

regulatory frameworks, constraints and business opportunities 

for foreign investors.  The second round table will be about 

each country’s cultural background, the way it influences the 

business environment and differs from the South African 

business culture.  

 

Finally, the third round table will address the appropriate 

financial, legal, logistic and other tools to conduct profitable 

and sustainable investments in Francophone African countries. 

 

Just after the lunch, don’t leave ! There will be a networking 

session and opportunities of business-to-business discussions 

around co-investment opportunities. This will be especially 

helpful for South African companies that are not yet 

implemented in Francophone Africa but are interested.   

 

This forum is organised in partnership with Mazars, the auditing 

company, the AfricaFrance Foundation, the FSACCI (French 

South African Chamber of Commerce and Industry), Business 

France (French Trade Office) and the Centre for Dynamic 

Markets at the Gordon Institute of Business Science (GIBS).  
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I would like to underline their respective inputs in the 

preparation of this event, and thank them warmly.   

 

I am also grateful for the contribution of BUSA and of BBC, who 

promoted this event in their own networks and contributed to 

the impressive attendance today, with almost 200 business 

representatives, mostly South African companies.  

 

For the companies interested both in investing in Francophone 

Africa and in France, I invite you to speak to Mr. Clément 

Sarradin on my Right/left. Clément is a representative of 

BusinessFrance and he is dealing with the promotion of South 

African investments in France. He is at your disposal to discuss 

the opportunities of establishing a subsidiary in France, also as 

a way of facilitating investment in Francophone Africa. 

 

Finally, I would like to mention another major event that will be 

organized in Paris on 22 and 23 September , also dedicated to 

business on the African continent. This forum is called Africa 

2016 and is organized by the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and International Development, in collaboration with the 

AfricaFrance foundation.  
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The purpose of Africa 2016 meetings are to “promote actively 

economic and human ties between Africa and France for a 

shared future”. The French embassy officials stand ready to 

give you more information, flyers are also available in this 

room.    

 

To conclude, I wish you a very informative and productive 

workshop.  

Thank you very much.  

 

 

 

 

 


