
Discours du 14 juillet 2015 

Members of Parliament, Members of the WC government and legislature, of 

the city of Cape Town, dear colleagues Ambassadors and Consuls general, dear 

friends, Mr le Conseiller consulaire, mes chers compatriotes,  

Au nom de toute l’équipe du Consulat je suis très heureux de vous accueillir ce 

soir pour la célébration de notre fête nationale. 

On behalf of the French community, I want to thank all our South African 

friends for coming tonight to celebrate the French national day and the 

excellent relationship that France and SA enjoy. 

1/ The relationship between France and South Africa is very good indeed. 

Part of the BRICS countries, SA is a key player in Africa’s economy, a model for 

democracy and a major emerging power and this is why France treasures the 

strategic partnership that was established between our two countries in 94 

with the advent of the democratic dispensation. Just to give you an illustration 

of how vibrant this relationship with our first economic partner in sub-Saharan 

Africa is,  let me tell you that : 

-More than 300 French companies, employing close to 30,000 people, 

are based here.  

-This year we will mark the 20th anniversary of IFAS and of the presence 

of the French Development Agency / AFD in SA. 

-bilateral visits are intense : You will remember that 2 years ago,  Psdt 

Holland visited SA,.  This year, we have had a number of bilateral ministerial 

visits : the French Minister for external trade, Mr Feckl, came to revive with 

Minister Rob Davies the joint economic commission.  

the Min of agriculture, forestries and fisheries  (Hon Min Zokwana) 

visited Paris to attend the Agriculture exhibition Show as well as the exhibition 

of Agricultural machinery where SA was the Guest of honor. the Transport 

Minister, Hon Dipuo Petres just attended the Le Bourget airshow.  



Now, we currently have special visitors, with the African and the South 

African riders of the MTN /Qhubeka Cycling team taking part in the Tour de 

France for the first time. Good luck to them! 

2/ SA is a key partner for the International Community on global issues and 

particularly for France to ensure the success of the COP 21, which is as you 

know, the huge UN Climate conference which will take place in Paris at the end 

of this year. The stakes are very high, we all want this Conference to be a 

success and reach a substantive legally binding agreement to put a stop to  

global warming.  We are keen to work with our SA friends, who hosted the 

Durban COP 17 in 2012, to reach this ambitious goal. To quote UNSG Ban Ki 

Moon : we cannot fail at COP21, there is no plan B, for there is no planet B. 

3/ The dynamic connection between our two nations lies heavely on the 

French expatriate community, which is more than 8000 people strong for the 

whole of SA. 

For CT, with more than 3.000 people our community is thriving in terms of 

number but also in terms of activity. The French school is doing extremely well, 

with the inauguration last October by Premier Helen Zille of its 2nd campus, the 

one in Seapoint, , and with the highest registration of pupils ever, this year 

again. As a matter of fact, the number of children will increase for the next 

academic year by 17 % to reach a new record of 470 students.  Icing on the 

cake, the results this year for the various French examinations (the Bac and the 

BEPC) have been excellent ! So well done to the Managing committee, the 

director and the teachers ! 

The Alliance Francaise on Loop Street remains extremely active, still offering 

French classes and 4/5 cultural events per month. On their side, the various 

French community association, such as the CAP40 (for business), the Cap 

Sportif (for sports) or the newest baby, the Cap Accueil, are also thriving. Let 

me have a special mention for one of them, L’Entraide (which means Mutual 

Help), a charity for the most needy of our community who needs temporary 

support and act as a relay to the action taken by the Consulate.  I will briefly 

give the floor to the Entraide’s chairperson, Patricia Cogordan, to introduce 

herself…… 



4/ On a consular note, and to encourage our South African friends to visit 

France, the 2 French consulates in SA have put in place 2 measures to simplify 

the visa application process :  

-the 48h visa delivery, for  SA tourists as well as businessmen. So…bienvenue 

en France ! And do not forget you can visit Réunion Island without a visa. 

- the possibility, wherever you are in SA to apply to either in the Capago office 

in JHB, CT, or  in Durban . 

5/ If there might be such a thing as a free meal, there is certainly no free 

cocktail function. This why this function tonight would have not been possible 

without the support of our generous sponsors. 

So let me thank our traditional sponsors Colas, Total, Capago, Mazars, Villiera 

Wines, new ones such as Andros (in the food industry), Alacatel-Lucent 

(telecommunication industry)and Exosun, growing big in the solar industry, 

Pellenc (wine machinery) A special mention to two SA companies especially 

connected to us, Voigt through the supply to French navy ships, and Engen 

which doing business in la Reunion Island. A special thank to Elle & Vire for 

sponsoring our real French cheese tonight and Moulin Rouge for their red 

wine, to Cedric Touzard our French pastry chef, Christophe Dehosse from 

Joostenberg farm, and of course, our host tonight, the Kelvin Grove Club. 

Apologies to all the sponsors who showed some interest in supporting us and 

couldn’t be on board tonight… 

I would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the excellent work 

done throughout the year by all my team at the Consulate. Our professional 

team remains at your disposal for any query or assistance you may have. 

Now, our friends from the Atlhone Music Academy will play the 2 national 

anthems…… 

I now propose a toast to South Africa, France and to the friendship between 

our two countries. 


